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the oldeat songs of the Edda, is
related one of the moat grue-

IN THE “Vilundarkvitha,” one of

somely terrible .atories in legendary
Hterature—the story of the greateat
of the elvas, Vilundr, or Wayland the

Smith, as he ia known tn the falk-lore

of Westphalin and Southern England.

Cruelly maimed and deprived of lio-

erty by the cupidity of King Nithuth,

Vitundr lived apart in his island cave,

fanhloving of his ‘master’s gold and
jevwela thinga more besutital than ever
the world had known before, until at
length the moment of his Tevenge Wik

at hand. Then, before he fiew ‘nway

on the wings that ke had made for

his eacape, ke emploved his woat cmi

ning workmanship upgn three fater

gifts, To hin master, he gave silper -

armlets entwined with the goiden hair

of Nithoth's murdered wons; (to ‘the

Queen, he gwve a ring set with their

eyen; and to the fair Bothvild, Nith-

uth's. duughter, who was to ‘bear ¥

the -lamed craftsman the shame
her father's heted house, ‘he-gave & .

bmugh wrought of the

teeth of her
dead brothers, ES -

Fhe relentless ferocity -inherent in- .
smith whg
{ashioned gems - beautiful - and “crusl

this tale of the ofended

A4 Spanisk Bard of Love and Cruelty
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while bisck wrath glowed in his hears - e

like the fire of his ‘incesaznt forge, ia
coriously suggested jn . the diterary
activity of Ramén. Marfa de] Valle: *

Inclén, to whose native  Galieia - the

German conquerors of A’ remote g -
miat have bronght the legend of the
sanguinary smith of Saevarsirath. In:

all of Europe it would be difficnlt to

rds: 83 this ambiguous hidulgo wi
his enipty. sleeve his threéadbare cloak
air - of décayed romatitician.
And it wouid be diffieult anyiwhere to

find 8t the heart of 50, mﬁch"b_e:iuty,:

s¢ much - cruelty, ‘morat’ atrophy . so
complete,  and such- a_ decaderice 5f
every humane sentiment, -* >~ . -

The eiise of Raiidn’del Valle:Inats
is somewhat bafflifig. - A Gallegan,
the urique features of Bis racial inheri

 tance, he ia. somewhat differsntiate
on ‘the sides of Tyricism -and. intuition,
from ouf " habitual" cinéeption: of- th
Spanish (that [s, the Caatilinn']:tr'ni;l
tional lterary character, “Born
1863, near Pontevedrs,. he fnade hi
d"ebut in literature "at the ige o
twenty-bix with a volume of “aix shor
nf.oriea, entitled - “Femeninas,” = Mj
Ernest Boyd makes soma interesting
bservations on the perégrinations of
he germs of these firat stories through
e complicated mazes of Valle:
nelin's subsequent bibliography, wnd
notes a Spanish ecritic's remark that
o freqiently have these flrst stories
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dinary book of three Hundred pages
would “contain all that is origiial in
his writings, aparb from moma plays
and his“three¢ noveis desling with the
Carlist wars.” .

In the nq’ine excellent esany, Mr. -

Boyd quotes an autobiographical note

:en reworked and elabopsted-that orik.

the most wdvanced

ig - rebals, who wers -

Ggion of & style, -
If atyle! werd to he defined broadly
nd the works of the author judged
ith chrreapundi;flg 'nnri'ov.}neu, it might
- juatly be said that Valie-Inctin has
hardly necomplisked more than the per-
feetion of his partienlar style, ‘We have
; observed the constant tepatitions of his
piots, and his plapiarisma are so ob-

) 7 “and-:Gi-
briele d’Ahnuneio, Matterkinek, Cang-
“nova, Beh-de Queiroz wnd; Péres Galdés
sre all: ‘liter#y ereditors, and go
" many imore that o entimerate them
would-he as tiresome a8 it would ba
futile, For, like Anatole F'ranes, whom

by ¥alle-Inelén- which will ‘i mediat

hea R

REINA CASTIZA|

¢ . Disboliques.”

i thany ways, and like'

“those ineffable poets, Homer," Valle-
Inclin cormits his plagiarisms npenly
and ubebashed, His is the type of

ulus to creation outside of itaelf, and

With-" . what he finds that B4 car uhilize he
¢l takes by the divine right of use, with-

cout - embareassment and without at-
templing to dissemble. what only ped-
ants would consider ai his shame. To

what he hag horrowed,jone has only to
compare "his “Sonata de Otofin” with
=ity -source,  the story “Le TRidean
.- Crameis!” in Barbey d'Aurevilly's “Ley

firat ereative phuse—ﬁtllxe phase of "B
‘Marqués de Bradomin’—wiil probably
vemain the most atiractive to non-
- Bpanish readers, although undoubtedly
his most substantial work is that ¢on-
tained -in his trilogy of romances of
s -the Carlist wars, “Los; Oruzados de in
* Causs," “El Resplanday de In Hoguern”
" and:"Gefifaltes. de Anthfio,” and in the
- qual:picaresime noveld with which he
haa ‘occupied himsalf \within the last
decade. His- verss, in the volumes
© “Aromad de Layendn,”: "Bl Pasajera”
and *Vaces de Gesta,” have a distine.
tive  appeal in their rich Calician
flavor, their somber delicney, the ox.
quisite sensibility of their expreasipn
and their difect communieations by tha
senses of gight, amell ‘and bearing, a
legacy from the French Symbolists
whith Valle-Inclin has finely assimi-
lated into hig style and which he em-
ploys to extraordinary advantage in
hia: prose. In his Iyrical dramns, espe-
clally “Ln Marquess Rosalinda” and
,“Ouento de Abril,” are blended the best

- qualities of his plearesqne style with

that of his verse.

It would be -difficalt to term Ramén
Maris del Valle-Tnelsn & grest movel
ist or a great poet. Hp ig neither the
one nor the other, He har made the
figure of Xavier de Eradomin, “ugly,
Catholic and scntimental,” the center

" adaptive talent which reguires a stim-

ohserve how exquisitely he has aderned ..

.. e “productions of Valle-Fnelin's

of a geries of fnganions eplaodes set

in hisciong Prose¢; in “Aguila de Bia-
sén" and “Romance de Lobos” he has
created within the dark apirits of
Don Juan Mange? Montenegro and his
bestial mons & vital drama which will
Iast ay long aa any of his work; and
in his novels of Gaticin he has pre-
served n medley of characters and epi-
sodes which the reader will never he
able to forget. Yet, in reading hig nov-
els, one doss not feel the flux of cre-
ative vigor which fills with tife ang
substince the Httle worid within the
covers of the hook. Nor, in reading
his poetry, although it i3 exquisite,
does one feel that Valle-Inzlin ia more
than a gifted amateur at verse,

Somewhere ip the creative facuity
of Ramdn Maria de] Valte-Inclin there
i concenled 5 fAaw which prevents hin
from achieving even the debatable
greainess of his French gimilar, Ana-
tole France, ¥or France was eapable
of moral indignation, of humane im-
Pulses, of the precions quaiity of pity.
Therefore, bayond the thinness and thy
irequent meretriciousness of his work
there are moments when it is filled
with life, when it even becomes nohle.
With Valle-Ineldn there are na such
moments, for he is limited by a singu-
lar incapacity for any mozal feeling,
and this places the seal of starility
upon the exquoisite vessel of hiy art,

This is the Limitation of Valle-In-
clin as a creator, It is not thet the
chargas of plagiariem 30 frequentiy
brouight againat him bkave sometimes
been sustained in fact, It is not, as
Cejador says, that kis.art is arred
by a too obvious Precioaity, I ix pot
because he is-a swashbuckler, a pogewr
and & hypoerite. Tf ig rot because, sl-
though accounted among the leadery
of the modernist movement, he iy o
lone minstrel who has had ne actwal
sires and can have na inheritors. It
is because he ig inhuman, because there
i8 a xenseless and wanton quality in
his perpetual cruelty that has no hy-
mai answer, becauae he writes ng it in
an infernal void, with blgek hate, not
in hia heart, which might serve gs q
creative foree of the ereatest value,
but with the door of his heart cloaed
and with black hate in hig brain.
Great artist as he is, he eannot crente
magnificently, because he cannot feel,
becszuse he cannot experience Ehrough
any mediym except hig meticulously
wrought style and his tog subtle, sar-
eastic intellest,

This is the guality which chiefly af-
fends in Volle-Enclin’s most recent
novel, “Tirano Banderas,” The atory,
which s written in the begt flavor of
Valle-Inclén's romances of the Carlist
wars, Ia 4 fantasy on a revalution in
& mythical republic, which will be im-
medistely recognized as Mexice. Tha
book contslns, bhesides the perfect
writing which the reader can always
depend on having from Valle-Inclan,
some excellent characterizations and
many striking episodes. The novel is

apparently intended as a satite, but,”

for the reason which we have men.
tioned above, the satire does not Quite
come through, The brutality, the vile-
ness and the viglence of the revolu.
tionists and their powerful oppasers,
all of which Valle-Inelin dencriben. {a
minute detall and with an all tog oh-
vious gusto, are me révalting that, pg
obaerved in the setting of the auther's
exquiglte prose and in the gorgeous
landscape whith he has painted in auch
vibrant eolors, the hook appears ag the
fatal gemag of the dmith ‘Vihmdr must
bave appeared to their unlucky pos
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